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Opening a Dialogue 
Is the First Step towards 

Community Empowerment 



WV Get to Know Your Neighbor is 
an initiative to unite communities in 
West Virginia through bringing peo-
ple together to address social, politi-
cal, and economic issues. Getting to 
know your neighbor is the first step. 

 

As founder of the “Get to Know Your 
Neighbor Movement,” I believe every-
one has something to contribute to 
themselves and to the community. 
When we see each others strengths as 
contributions to something greater, 
we empower our community. When 
we invest in that strength, we invest in 
that community’s full potential.   

 

I welcome you to become a part of a 
movement that was once a way of life: 

 • Neighbor Helping Neighbor •  

--- Wayne B. Worth 

Community Empowerment 
Get to Know Your Neighbor is about breaking down 
barriers of fear and self doubt through reaching out 
to others. It is about opening a dialogue, supporting 
each other’s strengths, and forming a partnership. It 
is about taking that partnership to the community 
and building a network. Through networking with 
the community and its many social, political and 
economic infrastructures, Together we can create the 
change that we want. Together we can empower our-
selves, each other, and our community. 
 

Our Goals 
• To Breakdown barriers and open dialogue. 

• To Find common interests and concerns that 
people have in there community. 

• To Identify the strengths of the community. 

• To Identify areas for potential community 
growth. 

• To Advocate the importance of people being 
civically active through promoting participation 
in neighborhood clubs and community  
organizations. 

• To Work Together to better utilize our resources 

• To Generate Ideas for the future by Networking 
with the public and its many entities 

• To Create tangible outcomes in the community 

• To Advocate for the support, awareness, and 
wellbeing of our neighbors through actively 
showing visibility and substance in the  
community.  

How We Do It 
Opening a dialogue is the first step 
towards community empowerment.  

• By going door to door, we show 
an interest in our neighbors,  
actively seeking the real issues 
that affect their lives, and recog-
nizing that their ideas for change 
are strong contributions towards 
our community’s growth and 
future empowerment. 

• By hosting activities and events 
in the community, we bring peo-
ple from all walks of life together 
(i.e. Dinners, Cookouts, Block 
Parties, etc.). 

• By coordinating with local social, 
political and economic organiza-
tions (i.e. churches, government, 
educational institutions, non-
profits, employers, etc.), we will 
work together to organize Job 
Fairs, Business Expos, Art Shows, 
and other events that bring 
awareness to the tangible  
resources in our community. 
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